
 
 
 
 
FORCE SEVERITY CATEGORIES 
 
The 11 reportable types of force listed in the WADEPS Data Dictionary are categorized by severity 
as follows on the WADEPS dashboard: 
 

 
 
(As of December 2025) 
 

SEVERITY TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Firearm Display POINT Pointed a firearm at a person 

Deadly Force DISCHARGE Discharged a firearm at or in the direction of a person 

Less-Lethal 
Weapon ECW Used an electronic control weapon at or in the direction of a person 

Less-Lethal 
Weapon CHEMICAL Used a chemical irritant spray against a person or in the direction of a person 

Less-Lethal 
Weapon 

LESS LETHAL 
DISCHARGE 

Discharged a less lethal shotgun or impact munitions at or in the direction 
of a person 

Physical Force IMPACT 
Struck a person using an impact weapon or instrument, including but not 
limited to a club, baton, or flashlight 

Physical Force STRIKE 
Used any part of the body to physically strike a person, including but not limited 
to punching, kicking, slapping, using closed fists, leg, or feet 

Vehicle 
Intervention VEHICLE Used a vehicle to intentionally strike a person or vehicle 

Canine CANINE Deployed a canine 

Neck Restraint NECK Used a neck restraint 

Other Force FORCE OTHER Type of force not listed (when injury is involved) 


